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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 85 Bridge Road 


Historic Name: Henry & Almira Harding House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1853-55 

Source: historic maps, deeds, censuses 

Style/Form: Greek Revival/side passage 

Architect/Builder: Henry Harding, probable builder 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
2-car garage 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Shed-roof wing added north side, late 19" c. 
Oriel window added to front, late 20" c. 
Shed dormer added north side, mid-20" c. 
Window sash replaced 


Condition: fair 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 1.73 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18'- and 19""-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Henry & Almira Harding house, built ca. 1853 is a one-story wood frame single dwelling with a front-gable roof. The front 
fagade is finished with painted wood clapboards while the sides are covered with unpainted wood shingles. The front fagade 
contains an entrance on one side and an oriel window of recent manufacture on the other; paired windows are centered in the 
upper-story gable. A shed-roof extension was built on the north side of the house at a later time. It has a single window on the 
front and a variety of windows on the north side including a three-part picture window. A shed dormer is positioned at the front of 
the roof of the main section on the north side. The south side contains three windows; the small casement pair at the rear is an 
addition. It appears that the house originated with a small side-passage plan with two principal rooms on the south side where 
two windows are located. The front probably had two windows, as was conventional, before the oriel was added. The front one 
of two chimneys on the roof ridge is located in the partition between the rooms; its size indicates it vented fireplaces rather than 
stoves. At some later point, the additions were built on the north side to expand the small plan, and what may have been a small 
kitchen wing on the rear was enlarged. 


The dimensions of the property have changed over the years following subdivisions made in the 1970s. The house is now sited 
on an L-shaped lot with the house and a late-20'-century two-car garage placed in the center of an open lawn. The rear leg of 
the parcel contains a wooded wetland. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


The house now numbered 85 Bridge Road is marked “H. Harding” on the 1858 Eastham map and likely was built by South 
Eastham carpenter Henry Harding (1806-59) between 1850 and 1855. In 1850 Harding and his second wife Susan Mayo 
Eldredge, who he married in 1831, were living with his sister Lucy Freeman and her family, probably in their father’s 225 Bridge 
Road home, but by 1855 he had moved his family to a single-family dwelling.! Henry Harding had owned real estate in Eastham 
since May 1828, when his father Ephraim Harding (1764-1848) sold him five acres of land bounded on the east by Reuben 
Nickerson’s land (20 Bridge Street) and a “young orchard” across the road. In 1832 Ephraim and his wife Lucy Smith Harding 
(1769-1844) sold Henry the west half of their own house, and two acres also bounded on the east by Nickerson’s land and 
standing on the west side of the road.” By 1840, the households of Ephraim Harding and his sons Prince S. Harding (probably to 
the north) and Henry (probably to the south) are enumerated consecutively in this neighborhood. Henry Harding and his first wife 
Almira Smith (1806-50) had two children before 1840 and another three afterward (two of whom died by). By1850 Harding was a 
45-year-old carpenter with $742 (probably half of his father’s house) in real property and had sons Michael H. (then sixteen and 
at sea), Ephraim, and Nehemiah, and daughter Almira. Henry’s wife Almira died in 1850, and he and his second wife had five 
more children—Laura S., Henry Adams, Charles F., Horace Henry, and Susan Eleanor (called Lena)—before Henry Harding 
died in 1859. 


In 1853 Henry and Susan Harding had deeded half of the 225 Bridge Road house to his brother-in-law Abner Freeman and 
probably built 85 Bridge Road soon afterward.° In 1860 the widowed Susan Harding appears to have remained at 85 Bridge 
Road with her children Henry A., Charles, Horace, and Susan (Lena) and a domestic, but in 1865 they all shared a household 


1 This Henry Harding is not the same as the “Captain” Henry Harding of 220 Bridge Road (EAS.56), who was the son of Henry’s Harding's 
older brother Prince Smith Harding (1798-1873. 
? Ephraim Harding to Henry Harding, 6 May 1828, BCD 13:88; Ephraim and Lucy Harding to Henry Harding, 5 December 1832, BCD 13:8. 
3 Henry Harding to Abner Freeman, 8 March 1853, BCD 373:365. 
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with mariner John F. Walker and his young son. In 1870 the census lists Susan Harding with $700 in real estate, and she lived 
there with sons Henry and Nehemiah; in 1880 only she and her daughter Laura occupied the house. The 1880 Eastham map 
attaches the name “Harden” to the house. 


Susan Mayo Harding died in 1895, and the property passed to her children. In 1885 the widow and daughter of Henry Harding’s 
eldest son Michael Hopkins Harding (1834-77) sold their one-sixth share of Henry Harding’s property to Michael's half-sister 
Lena.* Lena Harding was nine when her father died, and because the family was so large she went to live with her cousin 
Elizabeth Harding Hurd, the daughter of Prince Harding Hurd. The 1880 census describes her as a servant in Hurd’s household, 
and she remained there until 1883, when she married Chatham native and mariner James Bradley Steele. By 1900 the Steeles 
were living at 85 Bridge Road with their children George B., born in 1887, and Helena V., born in 1895. Her obituary provided 
information about Lena Harding Steele’s life: 


Mr Steele having bought the old home, the place of her birth, there they went to housekeeping on the eve of their 
marriage, and there lived until November 1915, when they with their two children George B. and Helena V. moved 
to East Orleans into the house formerly owned by the late Oliver and Sarah Doane, one of the finest places in 
Orleans. Yet Mrs Steele, having a wonderful love for the old home often said, “I am willing to sacrifice this 
beautiful mansion and go back to our little home in Eastham, where we began our happy married life.” This home 
has been retained by Mr and Mrs Steele for its fond remembrances, and is still owned by them.°® 


The 1902 Eastham tax lists credit J. B. Steele with a house valued at $600, a barn and shed at $300, 15 acres, a horse, a cow, 
twenty hens, and a “mill” valued at $150. The 1905 Eastham map shows J. B. Steele as owner of 85 Bridge Street. It also shows 
the house of George H. Walker, a harness maker, now 25 Bridge Road, which was built on the Harding’s land until it was 
subdivided on its own lot in 1973. Although the relationship has not yet been documented, he or his wife, Nettie S. Reed, likely 
were related to the Hardings. The 1900 and 1910 censuses state that Steele was an undertaker, and he acted as administrator 
on many Eastham estates. In 1913 Lena Steele’s half-brother Horace Harding, who lived in Charlestown, deeded his share of 
their father’s property to her.® 


J. Bradley Steel worked as a realtor in Orleans and died there in 1925. Helena Steele took care of her mother Lena until she 
died on the fourth of July 1924, and her obituary noted that the daughters of Harwich funeral director W. Sears picked sweet 
peas for their father to place on the casket. In December 1925 George B. and Helena V. Steele deeded 85 Bridge Road to Ella 
Phinney Harding, the wife of Lena Steele’s older brother Henry Adams Harding, who like her had grown up in this house.’ When 
and where he married Ella Phinney, a native of Nova Scotia, is unclear; he was certainly married by 1919, when he lived in 
Somerville and was a merchant mariner. Eastham tax records for 1926 credit Ella Phinney Harding with a house valued at 
$1265, a five-acre homestead lot, a barn and shed, poultry houses, and “old pump house,” and another outbuilding; she also 
owned a horse and twenty chickens. Henry Harding died in 1928 in Eastham, and in 1930 and 1940 Ella P. Harding lived alone 
at 85 Bridge Street. She died in Somerville in 1943. 


In June 1944 the executor of Ella Harding’s will sold what as then a three-acre parcel to Herbert D. Nickerson (1889-1967), who 
then owned his great-grandfather Reuben Nickerson’s 20 Bridge Road property (EAS.53).° In 1944 Nickerson registered a plan 
for the property to confirm its boundaries and in 1956 subdivided it and added his wife Hattie to the 85 Bridge Road title. After 
Hattie Nickerson’s death in 1971, her son sold the parcel containing the house to Nancy Bush and Elizabeth Beard of Fairport, 
New York. Beard continued to own the property in trust as of 2019.° 
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Certificate 61329; Elizabeth L. Beard, 85 Bridge Road, to Elizabeth L. Beard, trustee 85 Bridge Realty Trust, 3 November 2017, Land Court 
Document 13341110-1. 
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Fig.1: Herbert D. Nickerson’s Land Court plan of 1944 shows the 
parcel containing 85 Bridge Road, by this time a second house (25 
Bridge Rd.) had been built, pictured here to the right of the Harding 
house. 
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Subdivision of Lots)5 and 6 

Shown on Plan 19418 

Piled with Cert. of Title No. 47728 
Rogistry District of Rarnstable County 


Fig.2: The Harding property was subdivided in 1971 with Fig.3: Lot #5 was subdivided in 1973 with separate lots for 25 
25 and 85 Bridge on Lot #5 (Land Court Plan 19418-D). Bridge Rd. (lot 10) and 85 Bridge Rd. (lot 13) (LCP 19418-E). 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 
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